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“Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ.”  Rom. 5:1
i. 

Welcome

     Thank you for considering SouthWest Florida Bible Institute for you Christian education needs.  Today, many Christians are looking for a deeper understanding of God’s Word, a need which may not be fully met in a basic Sunday school class or home Bible study.  Taking a course at SWFBI will help you meet that need and provide answers to those in-depth questions being routinely asked by Christians today.
     Although there are many tools available that can assist the Christian in the search for answers, learning how to use those tools can be difficult and time consuming.  SWFBI can provide solid instruction on how to use these tools and guidance in areas the student may not be familiar with.  Our desire is for you to be prepared to answer those questions you have as well as those posed to you by your family, friends and co-workers.
In Christ,

Rev. Dr. James Scafidi
About SouthWest Florida Bible Institute

     SouthWest Florida Bible Institute offers Certificates for the successful completion of each course you take.   If you take up to four courses in any one given area of study you will receive a Certificate of Studies in that area.
     All our courses at SWFBI are designed to challenge you to dig deeper in to God’s Word yet not push you beyond your ability.

     Our Instructors are all seasoned Christians who are well-qualified in their area of expertise.  They are excited about teaching and want to see you, the student, grow in faith and wisdom in God’s Word.

     SouthWest Florida Bible Institute is a non-denominational Institute and is a non-profit 501(c) 3 organization.  It is governed by a Board of Directors who want to see the Word of the Lord taught and spread throughout the world.

     SouthWest Florida Bible Institute is supported mainly by private donations.  It was founded with you, the “life-long Bible student” in mind.
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Statement of Faith
We believe the Bible to be the inspired, and only inerrant, infallible, immutable, authoritative Word of God.  

We believe that there is one God, eternally existent in three Persons: Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit.

We believe in the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, in His virgin birth, in His sinless life, in His miracles, in His vicarious and atoning death through His shed blood, in His resurrection, in His ascension to the right hand of the Father, and in His personal return in power and glory.

We believe that for the salvation of lost and sinful man, regeneration of the Holy Spirit is absolutely essential.

We believe in the present ministry of the Holy Spirit by whose indwelling the Christian is enabled to live a godly life.

We believe in the resurrection of both the saved and the lost; they that are saved unto the resurrection of life and they that are lost unto the resurrection of damnation. 
We believe in the spiritual unity of believers in our Lord Jesus Christ.

Courses

Department of Old Testament Studies. (OTS)
*No.
            Title
             
        Semester
101 Old Testament Survey I
         

First 

102 Old Testament Survey II


Second 

201 Poetic Literature of the Old Testament
Second
202 Bible, Archaeology & the Dead Sea Scrolls  Second
301 Introduction to Biblical Hebrew

First
302 Biblical Hebrew I



Second 

Department of New Testament Studies. (NTS)
*No.

Title


        Semester
101 New Testament Survey I


First
102 New Testament Survey II

Second
201 Exposition of the Gospel of John

First
202 Exposition of the Book of Romans
Second
301 Introduction to Biblical Greek

First
302 Biblical Greek I



Second
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Department of Theological Studies (THS)  
*No.

Title


        Semester
101 How to Study Your Bible


First
102 Biblical Theology
 


First
201 Origin of the Bible


Second
202 Christian Apologetics


Second
301 Introduction to Christian Ethics

Second
Department of General Biblical Studies (GBS)
*No.

Title


        Semester
101 Introduction to Missions


Second
102 Creation Studies



First
201 Comparative Study of Christianity and Islam
Second
301 Cults the Occult and Spiritual Warfare   
First
First Semester begins the first Monday after Labor Day.
Second Semester begins the third Monday in January.
*The higher the course number the more challenging the material.
Check www.swfbi.org for any new course      offerings, seminars, cancellations, or changes.

Course Descriptions
Old Testament Studies (OTS)
101 Old Testament Survey I.  A general overview of each of the Books of the Old Testament up to and including the Song of Solomon.
Instructor: Dr. Tommy Simmons
102 Old Testament Survey II.  A continuation of the overview of the Old Testament Books from Isaiah up to and including Malachi.  (O.T. Survey I not required for those registering for O.T. Survey II.)

Instructor: Dr. Tommy Simmons
201 Poetic Literature in the Old Testament. An in-depth study of the five books of poetry: Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon.
Instructor: Dr. Tommy Simmons
202 The Bible, Archaeology, and the Dead Sea Scrolls. The Bible in the original Hebrew and Greek is 100% truth without error (II Timothy 3:16-17). Archaeology is one of the many sciences that reveal the validity of this statement. We will examine the most famous of archaeological finds that reveal the perfect harmony between the Word and science, and that mankind will find that his origin can be traced back thousands of years to the Fertile Crescent in today's Middle East.
Instructor: Dr. Scott Thompson
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Old Testament Studies (OTS)
301 Introduction to Biblical Hebrew.  This course is for the student with little to no experience with Old Testament Biblical Hebrew.                              Instructor: Mr. Fran Gonzalez
302 Biblical Hebrew I.  Continuation of Biblical Hebrew 301.  You will learn to read and write Hebrew and begin to interpret passages from the Old Testament.  (Intro. to Biblical Hebrew suggested but not required.)                          Instructor: Mr. Fran Gonzalez.


101 New Testament Survey.  A general overview of the New Testament Books of the Bible.  From Matthew up to and including the Book of Acts.
Instructor: Rev. Dr. James Scafidi
102 New Testament Survey II.  A continuation of the New Testament Survey from Romans up to and including Revelation. (Students are not required to take Survey I to take Survey II.)

Instructor: Rev. Dr. James Scafidi
201 Exposition of the Gospel of John. A detailed study of John’s Gospel.  Called by some “the most wonderful of all Books.”  Learn why in this insightful course that will bring you to the very heart of who Jesus is.
Instructor: Rev. Dr. James Scafidi
202 Exposition of Book of Romans.  This detailed study of the Book of Romans will delve deep into the heart of one of Paul’s greatest letters that has changed many lives and even history itself!
Instructor: Dr. Tom Sefik
301 Introduction to Biblical Greek.  For the student with little to no experience in Biblical Greek but desires to learn the basics.

Instructor: Mr. Fran Gonzalez
302 Biblical Greek I.  Further studies into Biblical Greek for those wanting to “brush up” on their Greek. (Introduction to Biblical Greek 301 not required but recommended.)

Instructor: Mr. Fran Gonzalez
Theological Studies (THS)
101 How to Study Your Bible.  A must for the  beginner or the student looking to develop better Bible study methods.  The Inductive method (Observation, Interpretation, Application) explained simply and clearly.  Improve your study skill with this course.
Instructor: Dr. Tommy Simmons 
102 Biblical Theology.  An introductory level course on the basics of theology and the main doctrines of the Bible.

Instructor: Mr. Erick Kroeger
201 Origin of the Bible.  How do we know the Bible is The Word of God?  How was it copied?  Translated?  Who wrote it? Who put it together?  Is it reliable?  And many more questions answered.
Instructor: Dr. James Scafidi

202 Christian Apologetics.  An introductory level course on how to give a reasonable answer to the question of why Christianity is true. How to reason with those who are seeking, and asking challenging questions.

Instructor: Mr. Erick Kroeger
301 Introduction to Christian Ethics. A basic overview of how to approach the issues of morals and ethics in the Church and in society.  “Hot-Button” issues discussed.
Instructor: Dr. Tom Sefik
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General Biblical Studies (GBS)
101 Introduction to Missions.  Christian Missions has impacted the world for Christ.  Learn about the key figures in Christian Missions and the state of Missions in the world today.  Matt 28:18-20 the Great Commission.
Instructor: Dr. Ruth Cassidy
102  Creation Studies.  A study of creationism provides a Biblical foundation where we can explain the world around us according to scripture, counter the spiritual warfare of evolution and provide others with reasons to believe that all 
scripture is correct, including Genesis 1:1 and Acts 16:31.
Instructor: Dr. Charles McCombs
201 Comparative Studies of Christianity and Islam.  a comparative study of the founders, belief systems and influence throughout history and in the world today. An important component of the course is teaching on some of the misconceptions that Muslims have about Christianity. The objective is to provide skills to address these misconceptions in ways that will bring Muslims to a clearer understanding of the message of the gospel. It is intended to awaken Christians to the Muslims living in their community and the need to reach out to them with truth and love.
Instructor: Dr. Ruth Cassidy
301 Cults the Occult and Spiritual Warfare.   A challenging overview of the various cults and the occult in America today.  Who are they?  What do they believe?  How can the Christian address them when they come calling?  Instructor: Dr. Tom Sefik
Certificates
Completing any one course and the student will receive a “Certificate of Completion.”

Completing at least four courses in any one department and the student will receive a “Certificate of Studies” in that department.

Complete any four courses from the various departments and the student will receive a “Certificate of Independent Studies.”

Class Schedule
Classes are once per week for twelve weeks.  Each class is one hour long.  

Classes must have a minimum of eight students.  Courses with fewer than eight students will be offered at the discretion of the Instructor.  (Call or check on line for status of courses offered.) A Semester break will be scheduled by the Instructor.
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Tuition
All courses are $60.00.  Tuition in-full is due on or before the first class starts.  No refunds after the first week of class.  Tuition is either by check (made out to SWFBI) or cash.  (No credit or debit cards.)

Bible Continuing Education Units (CEU’s) available for Christian School teachers.
Books and Materials
All books and class materials are extra and will be determined by the Instructor.  Please check on-line for books and materials required for the course.  SWFBI does not have books in-stock so the student will need to acquire books on their own.


“Therefore, there is now no condemnation
for those who are in Christ Jesus.” Rom. 8:1
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Completing a Course
It is hoped that each student will attend all twelve classes for the course they registered for.  However, sometimes this is not always possible.  If the student misses too many classes the awarding of a Certificate will be at the discretion of the Instructor with guidance from the Institute President and Board of Directors.  Each case will be looked at on an individual basis.


Rev. Dr. James Scafidi, President  
 DBS- Masters Divinity School 
 MRE- Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary
 BS-University of New Hampshire
 ACSI Professional Lifetime Bible Specialist
Dr. Ruth Cassidy

 DICS- Fuller Theological Seminary

 MTS- Tyndale Seminary
Mr. Francisco Gonzalez, Dean- New Testament Studies
 Th. M- Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary
 M Div- Asian Theological Seminary 

 BS- University of the Philippines

Mr. Frederick Kroeger
 BA-Trinity College of FL
Dr. Charles McCombs

PhD Organic Chemistry- UCLA

BS Chemistry- Cal. State Univ. at Long Beach

Rev. Thomas Sefik, Dean- Theological Studies
 Th. M- Asia Graduate School, Philippines

 M Div- Columbia International University
 BA- Columbia International University

Rev. Dr. Tommy Simmons, Dean- Old Testament Studies
 Th. D- Temple Seminary
 Th. M- Midwestern Baptist Seminary.
 D. Min- Luther Rice Seminary.

 BA- University of Tampa
Dr. Scott Thompson Dean- General Biblical Studies
D.Th- Fredericksburg Bible Institute

MA Th- Fredericksburg Bible Institute

BA- Florida Atlantic University

Board of Directors
Rev. Dr. James Scafidi, Founder & President

Mr. James Gordon, Vice President

Mrs. Anne Scafidi, Secretary & Treasurer

Mrs. Genevieve Johnson, Board Member

SouthWest Florida Bible Institute.


“Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the Word of Truth.”

2 Timothy 2:15
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